
Warm-Up
What is the significance/ purpose of having three 

branches of government?



Shaping the Constitution
*The framers of the Constitution designed a 
republic, a government in which citizens rule 
themselves through elected representatives

*Magna Carta and the English Bill of Rights 
were British documents that helped shape the 
American Constitution.



*The Constitution also combined aspects of the 
House of Burgesses and the Mayflower 
Compact.

*The Enlightenment and John Locke has an 
impact on the Constitution also. The 
enlightenment believed that all people could 
improve society through the use of reason.



Expressed Powers
*Powers specifically granted to the national 
government.

*Expressed powers are also known as 
enumerated powers.



Reserved Powers
*Powers that are not specifically granted by the 
Constitutional to the national government.

*These reserved powers are kept for the state.

*Example: Laws about marriage and divorce are 
determined on a state level.



Concurrent Powers
*The areas where both state and national 
governments have some authority.

*Examples: courts, prisons, collecting taxes



The Branches of Government



National Government: The Legislative Branch

*Makes laws for the nation

*The main lawmaking body 
of this branch is known as 
Congress

*Congress is made up of two 
parts, the House of 
Representatives and the 
Senate



The National Government: 
The Executive Branch

*Makes sure people 
follow the laws that the 
Legislative Branch 
creates 

*Lead by the 
President and Vice 
President*When making important decisions, the 

President often asks for advice from the 
cabinet.



National Government:
The Judicial Branch

*Is made up of courts that 
interpret the meaning of 
the law.

*Designed to preserve and 
protect the rights the 
Constitution guarantees

*The highest court in this 
branch is the U.S. Supreme 
Court



Electing the President
*Wanted to make sure that the PResident did 
not become too strong

*They created an electoral College to help elect the 
President. The electoral College is a group of electors from 
every state who meet every four years and vote for the 
President and Vice President.



Key Terms
Bills: Proposed laws

Vetoing: Rejecting a bill

Override: Congress can override (or overrule) a veto

Impeach: Bring charges against the President



Fill in the blanks...
•Our government is made up of three Branches. The 
___________ Branch is made up of our lawmakers. It is 
divided into the _________________ and the __________. 
A second branch, the __________ Branch is made up of 
the President, Vice President, and the cabinet. The 
_________Branch is made up of our courts and judges. 
They devised a system of _______________ to ensure that 
power is shared equally.



The Supremacy of the Constitution

*The Constitution and all treaties and laws 
made by the national government “shall be the 
supreme Law of the Land”

*The Constitution is a living document that can 
be changed to meet new conditions.



*What are some examples of laws 
that we might need in the 21st 
century, but would not have been 
necessary in the 1800’s


